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“DARKNESS AND THE LIGHT ARE
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Garland Robinson

INTRODUCTION1

God the Father, Jehovah, Yahweh, Deity, is in heaven above. As a
matter of fact, He is everywhere. He is not limited to a specific location.
God, more specifically the Word (cf. Jn. 1:1-3), is the one that made all
“places” that exist. That is, He is the creator of physical matter and the
space it occupies. Since He is the Originator and Sustainer, the one who
balances and keeps “in check” the material universe by upholding it
with the Word of His power (cf. Heb. 1:3), He is not bound or limited
by that which He created. He is the one that caused it to exist!

The nature of God is an important topic. There are three distinct
characteristics that deity possesses:

1) God is Omnipotent. He is all powerful. Nothing is too great for
Him. Nothing can overpower Him. He is not bound nor limited in His
power. Nothing is more powerful than He.

2) God is Omnipresent. He is everywhere. No place exists that He
is not there. There is no place that man can hide from God.

3) God is Omniscient. He is all knowing. Nothing escapes His
notice or knowledge. He sees all and observes all.

It is this third characteristic with which our lesson is concerned.
The Bible is filled with passages informing us of God’s omniscience.
He sees our actions—literally everything we do. He is well aware of
our affairs. The text for this lesson declares it sufficiently. Psalms
139:1-12 states:
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O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known me. Thou knowest
my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my
thought afar off. Thou compassest my path and my lying down,
and art acquainted with all my ways. For there is not a word in
my tongue, but, lo, O Lord, thou knowest it altogether. Thou hast
beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon me. Such
knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain
unto it. Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee
from thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if
I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If I take the wings
of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; Even
there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me. If
I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be
light about me. Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the
night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike
to thee.

The 139th Psalm is a great highlight and bastion of truth. It will
humble every soul that reads and/or hears its lines and in turn gives
thoughtful consideration to it. All pale and sink into utter oblivion
when they ponder its sublime contents. Many have commented upon its
significance, as is seen in these selected quotes:

This Psalm is supposed to have been composed by David when
made king of Israel; though some think it was written by him
when accused of traitorous designs against Saul. It is a most
sublime ode on the wisdom, knowledge, presence, and justice of
God: the sentiments are grand, the style highly elevated, and the
images various, beautiful, and impressive.2

One of the most notable of the sacred hymns. It sings the
omniscience and omnipresence of God, inferring from these the
overthrow of the powers of wickedness, since he who sees and
hears the abominable deeds and words of the rebellious will
surely deal with them according to his justice. The brightness of
this Psalm is like unto a sapphire stone, or Ezekiel’s “terrible
crystal”; it flames out with such flashes of light as to turn night
into day. Like a Pharos, this holy song casts a clear light even to
the uttermost parts of the sea, and warns its (sic) against that
practical atheism which ignores the presence of God, and so
makes shipwreck of the soul ...

“Thou hast searched me”; and it continues unto this day, since
God cannot forget that which he has once known. There never
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was a time in which we were unknown to God, and there never
will be a moment in which we shall be beyond his observation.3

This psalm is, by many of the Jewish doctors, esteemed the most
excellent in the whole book. The omniscience of God is here
asserted, ver. 1-6. Proved by two arguments; That he is every
where present, ver. 7-12. And that he made us, ver. 13-16. This
may fill us with pleasing admiration of God, ver. 17, 18. With an
holy hatred of sin, ver. 19-22. And with an holy satisfaction in
our own integrity, ver. 23, 24.4

This Psalm is esteemed by the Hebrews the most excellent in the
whole book. The matter of it is noble and sublime, and so is the
style. The occasion of it seems to have been those heavy
censures and reproaches wherewith David was loaded by his
enemies, who branded him for a notorious hypocrite and
imposter, that pretended religion only for the covering and
promoting his own ambitious and wicked designs against his
lawful king, whose life and crown he sought to take away.
Against these he comforteth himself with the consideration of
God’s omniscience, to whom he appeals as the only proper judge
of the integrity of his heart.5

We need light in order to see. Without it, there is no sight. Without
the sun reflecting its light off the moon, we would not behold its beauty
and amazement. Beauty and/or ugliness may be right in front of us, but
without light we cannot recognize either. Standing before us may be
something that would bring great joy or perhaps something that would
cause great fear, but in the absence of light we cannot see it.

God does not need light to see. He has no trouble seeing in utter
darkness. He is not limited or bound by the absence of light. Psalm
139:12 makes it plain that with God, “the night shineth as the day: the
darkness and the light are both alike ...”

CANNOT HIDE FROM GOD

Almost without exception, men seek the cover of darkness to work
their evil deeds. Jesus said: “And this is the condemnation, that light is
come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because
their deeds were evil” (Jn. 3:19). There are even some who are so
arrogant and brazen in their wickedness that they do not wait for the
cover of darkness. They do their despicable deed in broad day light.
Shame unto them and all that love their ways!
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Sinful men do not want the light—the truth of God. They do not
want to be discovered and brought to justice. They love evil.

Therefore they say unto God, Depart from us; for we desire not
the knowledge of thy ways (Job 21:14).

They are of those that rebel against the light; they know not the
ways thereof, nor abide in the paths thereof (Job 24:13).

They know not, neither will they understand; they walk on in
darkness: all the foundations of the earth are out of course (Ps.
82:5).

Solomon, speaks of men, “Who leave the paths of uprightness, to
walk in the ways of darkness” (Pro. 2:13). “And say, How have I hated
instruction, and my heart despised reproof” (Pro. 5:12).

Adam And Eve

Sin entered into the world very early in man’s existence. One of the
first things Adam and Eve did after eating the forbidden fruit was to
hide themselves from God. Genesis 3:8 says: “[T]hey heard the voice
of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God
amongst the trees of the garden.” They found out that you cannot hide
from God. Literally everything is in plain view in His sight. “[B]e sure
your sin will find you out” (Num. 32:23).

Achan

Achan tried to hide his evil act of taking spoils out of Jericho. His
deed was discovered after Israel’s 3,000 men fled from the battle of Ai,
which was defended by only a few men (Josh. 7:4). Achan sought to
justify his actions saying: “When I saw among the spoils a goodly
Babylonish garment, and two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge
of gold of fifty shekels weight, then I coveted them, and took them;
and, behold, they are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent, and the
silver under it” (Josh. 7:21). He could have buried these vanities deeper
than man can dig, but they would not be hidden from God’s sight. God
knew what he had done and exposed him for it.

Potiphar’s Wife

Potiphar’s wife thought she could hide her wicked plans of adultery
with Joseph. She begged him day after day, but he refused. She made
it so on one occasion, when Joseph came to the house to do his
business, that none of the men were there. She and Joseph were all
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alone. She took hold of him and would have had her way with him, but
he ran away leaving his garment in her hands. Genesis 39:9 says he had
asked her, “[H]ow then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against
God?” She thought no one would know, it was just the two of them, but
Joseph knew that God would know. Nothing is hidden from His sight!
Adultery is a great sin against God. It cannot be hidden.

David

David tried desperately to hide his adultery with Bathsheba by
calling her husband home from battle. But when Uriah did not
cooperate with David’s plan, David had him put in the forefront of the
battle and he was killed. Thinking no one would be the wiser concern-
ing what he had done, David took Bathsheba to be his wife (2 Sam. 11).
The Lord revealed David’s deed to Nathan the prophet and David was
caught. Be sure your sin will find you out. If not in this life, it will
certainly be so in the life to come.

Jonah And Nineveh

The wickedness of Nineveh, a Gentile city, was known by God.
Jonah was dispatched to preach to them of their impending doom.
Jonah did not want the city to hear the Word of the Lord. He was afraid
they would repent and God would spare them, which is what they did
(cf. Jon. 3:10-4:2). Trying to escape the command of God, he “rose up
to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord, and went down to
Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare
thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the
presence of the Lord” (Jon. 1:3). Tarshish was in the opposite direction
of Nineveh. Though he sought to hide himself in the deepest recesses
of the ship, Jonah’s presence was known to God. A great storm arose
on the sea, the mariners sought desperately to save themselves, but
ultimately threw Jonah overboard. Jonah sank down into the depths of
the sea, but God knew where he was. There is no indication the
shipmen ever saw Jonah again once they cast him out. He perished out
of their sight, but not out of the sight of God. The great fish God had
prepared swallowed Jonah and God kept him alive. The omniscience
of God is proved beyond question by this historical account of Jonah.

Ananias And Sapphira

Ananias, along with his wife, Sapphira, sold a piece of property and
then lied about their giving. They thought no one would be the wiser.
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They coveted the honor and praise they would receive when others
learned of their generous gift. However, God knew what they had
conspired to do and then went before the apostles and carried out their
devious plan. They paid for their wicked deed with their very lives that
same day. Their souls even now have regretted a countless number of
times over that they could go back and undo their deed. But, it is too
late!

How foolish men are when they seek to hide their deeds from the
Lord. In Jeremiah 23:24, we read: “Can any hide himself in secret
places that I shall not see him? saith the Lord. Do not I fill heaven and
earth? saith the Lord.” Another clear proof of God’s all-seeing eye is
Amos 9:3, which states: “And though they hide themselves in the top
of Carmel, I will search and take them out thence; and though they be
hid from my sight in the bottom of the sea, thence will I command the
serpent, and he shall bite them.”

Isaiah 29:15 says: “Woe unto them that seek deep to hide their
counsel from the Lord, and their works are in the dark, and they say,
Who seeth us? and who knoweth us?” Job said: “There is no darkness,
nor shadow of death, where the workers of iniquity may hide them-
selves” (Job 34:22). Jeremiah 16:17 declares: “For mine eyes are upon
all their ways: they are not hid from my face, neither is their iniquity
hid from mine eyes.”

God sees. God knows. God keeps count. God remembers. God
rewards.

He revealeth the deep and secret things: he knoweth what is in
the darkness, and the light dwelleth with him (Dan. 2:22).

[T]he thing that is hid bringeth he forth to light (Job 28:11).

O God, thou knowest my foolishness; and my sins are not hid
from thee (Ps. 69:5).

My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret,
and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth (Ps.
139:15).

Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, My way is hid
from the Lord, and my judgment is passed over from my God?
(Isa. 40:27).

For mine eyes are upon all their ways: they are not hid from my
face, neither is their iniquity hid from mine eyes (Jer. 16:17).

Are you trying to hide from God? It cannot be done!
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GOD KNOWS THE HEART

We know others by their appearance: how they dress, comb their
hair, their size and physical features. We can know those things they
reveal to us through communication: audio, video or in writing. With
a little time and experience, we can learn another’s traits and character-
istics. We can learn how one may react in various situations. Yet, we
cannot know one’s heart (unless he reveals it to us). We cannot know
what someone is thinking. We cannot know how one feels on the
inside. Such knowledge is kept secret by God’s design. What chaos
would result if we could read each other’s minds!

The Lord, on the other hand, flawlessly knows the intents and
thoughts of the heart. Such presents no difficulty for Him whatsoever.
He knows man’s heart as easily as He knows Himself. Job understood
this quite well, for he said:

Doth not he see my ways, and count all my steps? (Job 31:4).

For his eyes are upon the ways of man, and he seeth all his
goings. There is no darkness, nor shadow of death, where the
workers of iniquity may hide themselves (Job 34:21-22).

Hell is naked before him, and destruction hath no covering (Job
26:6).

I know that thou canst do every thing, and that no thought can be
withholden from thee (Job 42:2).

Solomon acknowledged that man’s ways are known unto God, and
that He knows man’s heart as He does all the children of men (1 Kgs.
8:39). The Psalmist said: “[T]hou understandest my thought afar off ...
and art acquainted with all my ways” (Ps. 139:2-3). The Lord is able to
search our heart (Jer. 17:10).

We read, in 2 Chronicles 16:9, “[T]he eyes of the Lord run to and
fro throughout the whole earth, to shew himself strong in the behalf of
them whose heart is perfect toward him.” The Psalmist wrote: “God ...
knoweth the secrets of the heart” (Ps. 44:21). Proverbs 15:11 informs:
“Hell and destruction are before the Lord: how much more then the
hearts of the children of men?”

King David addressed Israel and informed the people that his son,
Solomon, would reign as king over the land. To Solomon, he advised:

And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father,
and serve him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind: for
the Lord searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imagina-
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tions of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will be found of thee;
but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever (1 Chr.
28:9).

Those words of David sound very much like what New Testament
Christians are told. The writer of Hebrews declares:

For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than
any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of
soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner
of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Neither is there any
creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked
and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do (Heb.
4:12-13).

GOD KNOWS US

The Lord knows every event of our lives—whether past, present or
future. He knows us to the very marrow of our bones. He knows the
thoughts and intents of the heart.

Abraham

The Lord knew Abraham and how he would “command his
children and his household after him,” and how they would, “keep the
way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment” (Gen. 18:19). He knew
Abraham when He gave him the charge to offer Isaac as a sacrifice
upon one of the mountains of Moriah (Gen. 22).

Moses

The Lord knew Moses when he was but a babe. In His providence,
He saw to it that he was saved from death. Moses became the great
leader and law-giver of God’s chosen people. His life and influence
affected multiplied generations that followed. Moses’ name is still
revered unto this day.

David

The Lord knew young David and chose him to be king over Israel.
Jesse’s sons were brought before Samuel one by one. Samuel thought
each time, this surely is the Lord’s anointed. “But the Lord said unto
Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature;
because I have refused him: for the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for
man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the
heart” (1 Sam. 16:7). The Lord knew David, what he was made of,
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what his judgments would be, and that he would exhibit the character
of being one after God’s own heart (1 Sam. 13:14; Acts 13:22).

Jeremiah

The Lord knew Jeremiah even before he was born. The Lord said:
“Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest
forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet
unto the nations” (Jer. 1:5). Man cannot know such things! We cherish
Jeremiah as the weeping prophet because of his great love for Israel.

The Woman At The Well

The Lord knew the life of the woman at Jacob’s well. He spoke of
her five husbands, and yet, told her that the man she was with now was
not her husband. The woman left her waterpot, went into the city and
told the men: “Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I
did: is not this the Christ?” (Jn. 4:28-29).

Nathanael

Jesus knew Nathanael before Philip brought him to see the Christ.
Nathanael was amazed that Jesus spoke of him as if He knew him.

Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest thou me? Jesus
answered and said unto him, Before that Philip called thee, when
thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee. Nathanael answered and
saith unto him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art the King
of Israel (Jn. 1:48-49).

There is not even a sparrow that falls to the ground that escapes the
notice of our Lord. He even knows the number of hairs on our head
(Mt. 10:29-31; Lk. 12:6-7; cf. Ps. 50:11). The Lord said: “Behold the
fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into
barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better
than they?” (Mt. 6:26). Such power and knowledge is too wonderful for
us to fathom.

Seeing all these things, shall not the Lord know us as well? Yes, He
does! We cannot escape His notice. Nothing about us is hidden from
Him.

SIN CARRIES A PRICE

People need to know and understand that sin has its consequences.
There is a price that must be paid. The Bible clearly stresses: “For the
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wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23).

The willingness for people to “buy now and pay later” seems to be
a fair and agreeable deal. It works because we do not have to face the
consequences today. We can enjoy the pleasure of what we want while
we put out of our minds what it costs. Eventually though, its price
catches up with us. By then, we are so far in debt we are overwhelmed
by it. It consumes us. Sin is like that. Since we often do not have to pay
for it immediately, it does not seem real to us that we will ever have to
pay for it. But, pay for it we will! God is the one holding the note. He
does not forget. He knows every single debt (sin) we have committed.
He will not cancel the debt without payment.

 “Woe unto the wicked! it shall be ill with him: for the reward of
his hands shall be given him” (Isa. 3:11). “The soul that sinneth, it shall
die” (Ezek. 18:20). “[W]hen lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin:
and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death” (Jas. 1:15). The
payment due for our sins is death (Rom. 6:23). This is spiritual
death—i.e., eternal separation from God.

But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and
murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and
all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire
and brimstone: which is the second death (Rev. 21:8).

Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh
shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit
shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting (Gal. 6:7-8).

Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom
of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with
mankind, Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers,
nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God (1 Cor. 6:9-
10).

It is certain that the day will come,

... when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his
mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that
know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ: Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from
the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power
(2 Thess. 1:7-9).
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BE THANKFUL

What a blessing it is to be a child of God, to be among the saints,
to be the household of God. We serve the righteous and holy God. “O
the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how
unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!” (Rom.
11:33).

His knowledge is perfect. His justice is fair. He knows and
understands all that exists. Darkness and light are both alike unto Him.
Oh, how thankful we should be that He knows all.

 “For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret
thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil” (Ecc. 12:14). There is
coming a day “when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus
Christ” (Rom. 2:16). The Lord “searcheth the reins and hearts: and ...
will give unto every one according to [their] works” (Rev. 2:23). The
Lord our God is great in counsel and mighty in work. His eyes are open
“upon all the ways of the sons of men: to give every one according to
his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings” (Jer. 32:19).

We will not have to explain ourselves when we stand before Him
in judgment. He already knows it all. We will not need to point out
circumstances and situations we faced; and, because of such, we acted
as we did. He will not have to be reminded of our friends and our
enemies who helped us and/or hindered us along life’s way. He will not
have to be informed of the difficulties and the obstacles we faced. He
already knows. He does not forget. The things of darkness and the
things of light are equally known by Him. His judgment is truly
righteous—perfect in every way!

“[T]he Lord ... will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and
will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man
have praise of God” (1 Cor. 4:5). The Psalmist wrote: “I have kept thy
precepts and thy testimonies: for all my ways are before thee” (Ps.
119:168). “Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of
the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall
have the light of life” (Jn. 8:12).

Sometimes we are distraught because of the twists and turns of life.
Sometimes we do not know where to turn. We do not know what to do
with ourselves. We are greatly troubled with pressures that fall upon us.
Sometimes our heart is heavy; especially so, when we think of our
frailties, our weaknesses, our infirmities, our shortcomings. When we
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are cast down, 1 John 3:20 should come to mind—“For if our heart
condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things.”
These words are written to assure us of God’s care. Though we do not
have all the answers, we serve the God of heaven Who does. Though
we cannot see a good ending of the situation before us, we know that
the Lord will bring us through. He sees, He knows, He cares. His tender
mercy is extended to His saints. Jesus looks upon us with love and
compassion. If He loved the rich young ruler that walked away from
Him (cf. Mk. 10:21), you know He loves His own. He will provide. He
will prevail.

CONCLUSION

Are you thankful for God’s knowledge? His justice? His mercy?
His loving kindness? What more could we ask from a loving, caring,
benevolent, all-knowing, all-seeing God? Our privilege is to obey Him,
and then live for Him today and every day. Obey the Gospel if you
have not already done so.

Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, the
Savior of the world (Jn. 3:16; 8:24; Mk. 16:16). Without faith it is
impossible to please God (Heb. 11:6). All that we do that is of any
benefit and reward of God is done in faith and by faith. Faith is the
great work God has commanded us to do (Jn. 6:29).

Repent of your sins (Lk. 13:3, 5; Acts 2:38; 17:30). Make up your
mind to turn away from wickedness. Set your affections on things
above, not on the things of the earth (Col. 3:1-2). Live your life for the
Savior, not yourself.

Confess faith in Jesus the Lord as the Son of God and Savior of the
world (Mt. 10:32-33; Rom. 10:9-10). This is done not only in order to
become a child of God, but is to be done every single day of the rest of
our lives as we live according to His precepts and commandments. It
is an ongoing process.

Be Baptized, immersed in water for the forgiveness of your sins
(Mk. 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16; 1 Pet. 3:21). There, you contact the
blood of Christ that washes your sins away (Eph. 1:7; Rev. 1:5; Acts
22:16). At baptism you become a “new creature,” a different person, in
Christ (2 Cor. 5:17). Water baptism is the “new birth” we read about in
John 3:3-5. Being raised from the watery grave of baptism, you begin
a new walk in your new life with Christ (Rom. 6:4-6). “Being then
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made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness” (Rom.
6:18).

Be Faithful unto Christ the rest of your life. “Therefore, my
beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain
in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58). Living faithful unto death, even in the very
face of death, brings the favor of the Lord (Rev. 2:10), and the greatest
of rewards in the end. Read, study, work, pray.

The Lord knows our heart. He knows our intent. We cannot fool
Him. Why not genuinely obey the Lord today?

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
2 Ruben Archer Torrey, Treasury of Scripture Knowledge, Psalm 139 (E-
Sword).
3 Charles Spurgeon, Treasury of David, Psalm 139 (E-Sword).
4 John Wesley, John Wesley’s Notes on the Old and New Testaments, Psalm
139 (E-Sword).
5 Matthew Poole, Matthew Poole’s Commentary, Psalm 139 (Peabody, MA:
Hendrickson Publishers, 1985).
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